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From this remarkable deposit there have been obtained,
in the course of a century and a half, the skeletons of
two birds (and a much large number of pterosaurs)
distorted in their death-struggles after accidentally
touching the sticky surface of the mud when skimming
too near it after insects. We can only speculate as to
the proportion which this number two bears to (a) the
number of individual birds actually preserved in the
rock, the remainder being either still buried or destroyed
in earlier quarrying; (&) the total number of birds which
actually got bogged during the few centuries which the
stone is estimated to have taken in formation, including
those not buried quickly enough for preservation; (c)
the total number which flew after insects and returned
safely; (d) the total number living on the coral-islands
which did not fly after insects, because they were not
insectivorous; (e) the total bird-population of the
Jurassic world out of the immediate neighbourhood of
sticky inter-tidal mud.

To generalize about Jurassic birds on the basis of
these two unlucky individuals is like generalizing on
the whole human race on the basis of the first two per-
sons one meets in the street. Yet we can only go on
such evidence as is before us.

If the combination of unlikely events just explained
had failed to reveal the existence of Archceopteryx and
ArchcBornis, the earliest known birds would have been
those of the Middle Cretaceous period. In England,
the peculiar deposit known as the Cambridge Green-
sand has yielded fragments of the skeleton of at least
two species of which little more can be said than that
they were certainly birds, but, as neither the wing nor